
 

 

 

 

Accountability, Sustainability and Governance  
Academic Roundtable  

 

“The ISSB and the Materiality Debate” 
 

 

The Accountability, Sustainability and Governance Research Group at the 
University of Bristol investigates broad issues of accountability and governance in both 
the public and private sectors. The group conducts research stemming from the field of 
accounting, with the ultimate aim of contributing to the betterment of our planet and 
society.  

We are pleased to host an Academic Roundtable to discuss different views on the recent 
formation of  the International Sustainability Standards Board (ISSB) and debate around 
different conceptualisations of materiality in the context of sustainability reporting The 
event will be held virtually on 20th January 2022, 11:00 – 12:30 (UK Time). The 
Academic Roundtable brings together experts in financial reporting and sustainability 
reporting. We are delighted that our panel of expert speakers will feature Prof. Brendan 
O’Dwyer (University of Manchester and University of Amsterdam), Prof. Begoña Giner 
(Universitat de Valencia), Prof. Ian Thomson (University of Birmingham), and Prof. 
Thorsten Sellhorn (Ludwig-Maximilians-Universität München), moderated by Dr Tim 
Kasim (University of Bristol). 

We seek to contribute to current policy debate on the definition of materiality in the 
context of sustainability-related financial disclosure. This is exemplified by the 
contrasting positions assumed by the ISSB which adopts the IASB Conceptual 
Framework definition of materiality versus the proposed EU Corporate Social 
Responsibility Disclosure Directive (CSRD) which is suggesting a wider ‘double-
materiality’ perspective. While this debate is only surfacing in practice in recent times, it 
has always been a key concern in the rich tradition of social and environmental 
accounting research. During this event, we will outline the academic perspectives on 
the potential intended and unintended consequences of this accounting standard-setting 
process, particularly in relation to sustainable development.  

Upon the conclusion of the event, we will summarise the key points of the discussion in 
an open letter which will be sent to the ISSB and the EFRAG to inform their work in this 
area.   

Registration is now open at this link. 

 
 
 

https://www.bristol.ac.uk/accounting-finance/research/groups/accountability/
https://bristol-ac-uk.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJAufuioqz8pHNOhYhvBFSmAQf7lyl08hYND

